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do not appear to furnish a satisfactory guarantee.1
Here, then, is a great mass of spoils, in the distribution
of which the politicians take an active part.2 In 1889 a
bill on the tenure of office, fixing rules for the appoint-
ment of officials, and preventing their removal except
with the approval of a permanent commission, passed
the Senate, and was favorably reported in the Cham-
ber of Deputies, but failed to become law owing to
the dissolution of Parliament.3 It will, no doubt, be
enacted before long, and then one of the great evils of
Italian politics will be removed.4

Let us look for a moment at the local government.

1  Dupriez, vol. i. pp. 337-40 ;  Brusa, pp. 252-55.    For the scope of
these decrees, see p. 261 et seq.

2  Brusa, pp. 152-53 ; and see Dupriez, vol. i. pp. 340-42.

3  Brusa, pp. 251.

4  There are two bodies that exercise a considerable control over the
government.    One of these is the Council of State, which has, however,
only an advisory power, except in matters of administrative justice, and
in the case of provincial and communal officials whom it protects from
arbitrary removal.    On this subject see Brusa, p. 212 et seq.    The laws
of June 2, 1889, which regulate this body, may be found in the Manual
of the Deputies for 1892, p. 357.    The other is the Courts of Accounts
(Corte del Conti), whose members can be removed only with the consent
of a commission composed of the Presidents and Vice-Presidents of both
Chambers.   It has a limited supervision over the collection of the revenue,
and passes finally on pensions and on the accounts of officials, provinces,
and communes.     It also makes a yearly report to Parliament on the
accounts of each ministry ; but its most extraordinary function consists in
the fact that all decrees and orders which involve the payment of more
than 2,000 lire must be submitted to it for registration, and if it thinks
them contrary to the laws or regulations it can refuse to register them.
It is, indeed, obliged to register them if the Council of Ministers insists
upon it, but in that case they must be transmitted to the Presidents of
the Chambers together with the opinion of the Corte del Conti.   Law
of Aug. 14,1862, Arts. 14,18,19 ; and see Brusa, pp. 219-24.